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About one-third of the Homes have age-limits, and
many of them also require a medical certificate before
admission. Other conditions necessarily imposed refer
to such matters as references, an agreed length of
stay, sources whence applicants may be accepted, the
exclusion of mental, " second-fall " or venereal cases,
preference to local applicants, or restrictions made
necessary by special work.

The age-limits apply chiefly to the Maternity Homes
and Long-stay Homes. Apart from the Emergency
Homes, where no age-limit is imposed, and also the
Homes for young children, it can be said that the girls
and women received must usually be between the ages
of fourteen and thirty.

The women remain in the Homes for periods
varying according to their needs and the exigencies of
the work. At some Emergency Shelters where the
demand for accommodation is very great the length of
stay is necessarily limited to a few days. On the
other hand there are casual Homes of this type whither
individuals have returned nightly for as long a period
as fifteen years.

At Maternity Homes it is found that better results
are possible if an unmarried mother enters the Home
some months before her baby is born and stays for a
corresponding period afterwards; many Homes only
admit applicants upon some such understanding.
Girls cannot always afford to remain away from
their work for so long a period, and this rule
probably results in many girls deciding to make other
arrangements. At the Long-stay Homes two years is
generally considered to be the minimum period from
which the best results can be anticipated from the
training provided; this applies particularly to the
Preventive Homes where the girls entering are often
very young.